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and had it not been for his servants who defended him from
the Turks, they would have hacked his head, as they did that
of Amir Khuda Birdi, who was killed.

They also said that Ibn 'Othrnan's troops were in numbers
as swarms of locusts ; that some of them were armed with
muskets (firing a leaden bullet), and were carried in wooden
carts, drawn by oxen and buffaloes, moving at the head of
the advanced guard ; and many other things of this nature.

Amongst those who also returned were Amir Dolat Bai,
Governor of Gaza, and there at the time of the battle ; Amir
Bakhsh Bai, Inspector of Granaries, brother of Amir Kurt
Bai, formerly Vali of Cairo, wrongly reported as killed in the
battle of Merj Dabek; he had been hiding with the Arabs.
There also returned one of the subordinate Amirs, Kirkmas
al-Rahbl, reported killed in the same battle, and many others.

On the arrival of Jan Birdi al-Ghazali and Amir Erzamak
al-Nashif at the citadel, the Sultan clothed them in sleeveless
robes, lined with ermine, and they returned to their homes.
There was general rejoicing at their safety for they were
Knights of Islam, and bands played in their honour outside
their houses.

On the return of al-Ghazali witE the Amirs and troops,
the correct list of losses was ascertained, and in every quarter
there was mourning,, as if it were the Days of Judgment.

Orders were given by the Sultan that the first issue of pay
would be on Tuesday, the 6th. Early on the morning of this
day the troops went up to the citadel, and the Sultan began
to pay them, giving each Memlook twenty-five dinars,
including the usual money for the feast of " Sacrifices ". He
had first offered them thirty dinars each, and this they had
refused ; but when they saw how serious matters were, and
[88] that Ibn 'Othman was advancing and had even reached
Katiya, they agreed to accept twenty-five dinars. They
went down from the citadel and set about arming themselves
for departure.

The same day the Sultan received the bad news that